Hyparrhenia rufa is a thatching grass commonly found throughout the tropics where it also serves as valuable cattle fodder and border grass to prevent soil erosion (Skerman & Riveros, 1990 (Deng & Hiruki, 1991) and R16F2n/R16R2 (Gundersen & Lee, 1996) . Phytoplasma infection was confirmed by amplification of 1200 bp rDNA fragments from all the samples showing symptoms (11/11, Fig. 2) , while no amplification was recorded in the symptomless samples (0/11). The 1200 bp rDNA fragments were gel purified (GeneJET™ Gel Extraction Kit, Fermentas) , and sequenced directly. The consensus partial nucleotide sequence was submitted to GenBank (Accession No. JN112372) , and used to query the non-redundant database using BLAST (Altschul et al., 1990 
